5. Chaknvarthi theChola king

There was a certain Chola king who was famous,
hteons, well read and mighty. Once he went on horse-back to
orest near Seshachala for hunting. He saw some caves. He
ird the roarings of wild animals and chased the aaifiaalso He
1 no rest at all. While in the wilderness, busy hunting, he
5pened to see a beautiful young girl. The -girl walked like a
m. Her face was like the full moon. H$r eyes were charmiag
5 lotus petals. She was plucking and collecting flowers. The
g was fascinated by her glamourous charm. He left his army
. approached her. Attracted towards the king the girl also
Id not step further. Her hands held the flower while her eyes
i the king. The king questioned the girl ^Who are you, lovriy
^ of matchless beauty, moving in the forest without fear ? Who
our father ? Who is your mother ? Where do you reside ? By
by, are you married ? You seem to be of marriagiable age." If
are not married already I would like to make yon mine " he
ed.

<( I am the daughter of Dhanamfaya, the king of serpents.
e in Pathala under the care of my father. My father is worried
ut my marriage pondering over always as to who would be nay
3and.   Please go to  Pathala. Get my father's consent
iediately. He will grant it readily. Kindly have patience until
L " said the girl. The king replied " I adhere to the traditions.
Gandharva type of marriage has the sanction of sages. Owr
riage according to that will be a valid oac accepted by scriptu-
There is nothing wrong. Kindly oblige me. I love you, I
lot live without you. n The girl expressed her tacit willingness